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Abstract:

The Qur'an is the book of guidance for mankind. For reaching to the depth of its wisdom, knowing the
aim and purpose of its meanings are necessary. Thus, since the very beginning of the Qur'an's
revelation, the debates on its commentary have been posed. One source of its understanding is the
expository traditions left by the Infallibles, (Ma'soomin) which in addition to representing an authentic
commentary teach us the correct bases, methods and tendencies. In this paper, for focusing on the
subject, the traditions from Imam Reza (PBUH) are discussed.

The offering of this writing ends to this that Imam Reza (PBUH) in Qur'an's commentary has emphasized
on the specific bases such as the words of Qur'an being revelational, its perceptibility, universality, being
eternal and its descent according to one kind of recitation, etc. Imam Reza’s narrative courses are
explanatory of methodical commentary of the Qur’an. In his expository narratives, different methods
can be found. Using from expository of the Qur'an through the Qur'an, intellectual or ijtehadi method,
and the variety of purports, feghhi, theological, philosophical in his expository narratives are
explanatory of this that from his view, commentary is not based only upon narratives.

His reference to the late Imams’ narratives shows that unlike the idea of some people, commentary
comprehension is not limited only to the prophetic narratives and the comprehension and commentary
process of divine signs by the infallibles is the continuation of the commentary Sunnah and the
commentary based on Sunnah.

According to Imam’s narratives, the comparison method is a method that the commentator should
specify the meanings of the verses of the Qur'an according to the current time. This method is
emphasized upon since the truths of the Qur’an are applicable in every period of time of the history and
it is a must for the commentator to apply the Qur'an and to make it speech in every age and era by
correct and vivid explanations.

The method of Ta’wil or referring back to its origin, which is found among the expository traditions of
Imam Reza (PUBH), is the esoteric explanation of the Qur’anic verses that is limited only to the ability of
the Fourteen Infallibles and those who are firm in knowledge (rasekhoon fil-elm). Thus, understanding
some of the Qur’anic knowledge or wisdom is not possible except by having recourse to the AhlulBait
(PBUT).

In addition to the conceptual commentary of Qur’anic verses, the interpretation of verses that deal with
Laws or Ahkams, a notable section of Imam Reza’s expository traditions allocated to theological
subjects, and this is so due to the fact that in the period of Imam’s life, various deviated theological sects
were active and the government figures were also supporting them. This matter teaches that it is
necessary for a commentator to interpret the Holy Qur'an according to the requirements of the time.

Keywords: expository narratives , Imam Reza (PUBH), expository tendencies, expository tendencies.
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